
Trade secrets are valuable assets. In certain circumstances, trade secrets can provide greater 
strategic benefits than patents and other forms of intellectual property protection.
		   
For example, trade secret protection can also be an alternative for patentable inventions when it is 
important to avoid the public disclosure that a patent requires and to avoid the loss of rights that occurs 
when a patent expires.

Confidential business or technical information that has economic value — including customer lists, 
software, formulas, manufacturing processes, and unpatentable inventions — may be protectable as a 
trade secret. However, use of trade secret rights to protect the value of confidential information requires 
the consistent implementation of various security procedures and practices. Hamilton Brook Smith 
Reynolds will work with you to develop strategies to maximize the protection for your trade secrets.

Our trade secret services include:

•	 Providing advice on whether trade secret rights will provide an advantageous way to protect your 
intellectual property

•	 Developing policies, procedures, and compliance steps necessary to maintain trade secret rights, 
including protection of computer systems and mobile devices as well as restrictions and limitations 
for Internet access and firewall protection

•	 Drafting agreements for confidentiality and invention assignment with employees, suppliers, 
consultants, and other third parties to identify and protect trade secret rights

•	 Training employees on their responsibilities and obligations under company policies for protection of 
trade secrets

•	 Protecting against misappropriation of trade secrets through litigation and other means and 
defending against allegations of theft of trade secrets

Boston | Lincoln | www.hbsr.com

Trade Secrets


