
Protecting Identity in the Digital Age
		   
A person’s name, image, voice, and likeness have become valuable assets in today’s digital 
economy. As artificial intelligence, social media, digital content creation, and online commerce 
evolve, individuals and organizations face unprecedented opportunities and risks related to the use 
of personal identity.

Hamilton Brook Smith Reynolds provides strategic Name, Image, and Likeness (NIL) counseling 
to help clients protect, commercialize, and enforce their rights in an increasingly complex legal and 
technological landscape.

Whether you are an athlete, entertainer, musician, influencer, executive, entrepreneur, content 
creator, educational institution, brand, or technology company, our attorneys help navigate the legal 
issues surrounding the ownership, licensing, and protection of personal identity.

Why Name, Image, and Likeness Protection Matters

Your identity is more than a personal attribute. It is intellectual property with significant commercial 
value.

As a NIL rights holder, unauthorized use of your name, image, likeness, voice, or persona can result 
in the following:

•	 Lost revenue opportunities
•	 Reputational harm
•	 Consumer confusion
•	 Brand dilution
•	 False endorsements
•	 Privacy violations
•	 Misappropriation through AI-generated content and deepfakes

As generative AI technologies become more sophisticated, individuals are increasingly vulnerable 
to unauthorized digital replicas, synthetic media, voice cloning, and manipulated content. These 
emerging threats have accelerated efforts by lawmakers, industry groups, and rights holders to 
strengthen NIL protections across the United States.

Proactive NIL protection helps individuals and organizations maintain control over how their identities 
are used, monetized, and represented in the marketplace.
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Our NIL Counseling Services

Hamilton Brook Smith Reynolds advises clients on the full spectrum of NIL-related matters, including: 

Strategic NIL Protection

•	 Assessment and protection of name, image, likeness, voice, and persona rights
•	 Development of NIL protection strategies
•	 Risk analysis and rights management programs
•	 Brand identity protection and enforcement planning

Licensing and Commercialization

•	 NIL licensing agreements
•	 Sponsorship and endorsement agreements
•	 Influencer and creator agreements
•	 Brand collaboration arrangements
•	 Merchandising and promotional rights
•	 Music, entertainment, and media licensing matters

AI, Deepfake, and Digital Identity Protection

•	 Counseling regarding AI-generated content and synthetic media
•	 Deepfake risk assessment and response strategies
•	 Voice cloning and digital replica concerns
•	 Protection against unauthorized AI training and exploitation
•	 Monitoring and enforcement strategies for online misuse

Intellectual Property and Related Rights

•	 Our attorneys help clients understand how NIL rights interact with:
•	 Trademark protection
•	 Copyright law
•	 Right of publicity
•	 Privacy rights
•	 Unfair competition laws
•	 False endorsement claims
•	 Digital platform policies and enforcement mechanisms
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Enforcement and Dispute Resolution

•	 Cease-and-desist strategies
•	 Rights enforcement initiatives
•	 Online takedown programs
•	 Licensing disputes
•	 Unauthorized commercial use claims
•	 Reputation management support

Navigating a Complex Legal Landscape

NIL rights are governed by a patchwork of state laws that vary significantly across jurisdictions. At the 
same time, policymakers continue to explore federal legislation addressing NIL protection, particularly in 
response to AI-generated deepfakes and other forms of synthetic media.

•	 We help clients gain an understanding of the following aspects of NIL law:
•	 State-by-state NIL requirements
•	 Emerging federal legislation
•	 Evolving right of publicity laws
•	 AI and digital replica regulations
•	 Platform and marketplace compliance issues
•	 Industry-specific best practices

Why Choose Hamilton Brook Smith Reynolds

Hamilton Brook Smith Reynolds combines deep intellectual property experience with a sophisticated 
understanding of emerging technologies, digital media, artificial intelligence, branding, and 
commercialization.

Our attorneys regularly counsel innovators, technology companies, media organizations, creators, 
entrepreneurs, and rights holders on complex IP issues that arise at the intersection of law and 
technology. We understand how NIL rights fit within a broader intellectual property strategy, and we work 
collaboratively with clients to protect and maximize the value of their personal and commercial brands.

As the legal landscape continues to evolve, our team helps clients anticipate emerging risks, capitalize 
on new opportunities, and maintain control over their identity.

Protect Your Name, Image, and Likeness

The value of personal identity has never been greater. Whether you are seeking to monetize your brand, 
protect against unauthorized use, address AI-generated impersonation, or develop a comprehensive NIL 
strategy, Hamilton Brook Smith Reynolds can help. Contact our attorneys to discuss how we can help 
safeguard and maximize the value of your name, image, and likeness rights.
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